J. MILLARD TAWES, Governor 1387

No. 41
(House Joint Resolution 3)

House Joint Resolution requesting the Governor of Maryland to ap-
point a Commission of persons to review and revise RECOMMEND
REVISION OF the State zoning and planning laws.

' WHEREAS, Article 66B of the Annotated Code contains the State
zoning and planning laws, which were adopted in 1927 by Chapter 705
of the Acts of that year, and

WHEREAS, In the nearly 40 years which have elapsed since 1927,
the art of planning has become refined and well established and the art
and law of zoning has undergone a tremendous change, and

WHEREAS, While it is the feeling of zoning and planning adminis-
trators that the existing Maryland laws are, as a whole, adequate,
there are many parts of the laws which are inadequate and in need of
clarification, and

VWhezreas; Some of the portions of Axticle 66B which ought to be
reviewed inelude the following:

1. Seetions 1 through 9A of Axticle 66B; which are applieable only
within Baltimore City; contain languase whieh is duplieated in later
poxtions of the Axtiele and these provisions cught to be combined to
remove the duplication:

2: The definitions found in Seetion 10 of Axticle 66B are econfusing

and ought to be reeast; particularly in the definition of “municipality”
which ineludes towmns as well as eounties:
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&emeyee*phe-xt A number of states require; in addition; the adoption
& eomprehensive plan:

5 All of Title 2; “Zoning” is; £or the most part; unclear and diffeuld
to eomprehend: The powers granted need not be ehanged radieally;
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6: The funetions and powers of the Board of Zoning Appeals ought
to be refined:

7 There ought to be a elarification of jurisdietion as between muni-
eipalities end ecounties for the adoption of subdivision regulations:

8: Title 4 of the Axticle; “Buildings on Mapped Streets;? is seldem
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WHEREAS, Several other states, including Indiana and West Vir-
ginia, have adopted modern planning and zoning laws which are
-explicit in procedure and jurisdictional control, and offer a flexibility
that local jurisdictions may utilize to arrive at satisfactory solutions




